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AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH 


Current Research With Vegetable 
Crops In Delaware 


By E. P. BRASHIER 
University of Delaware 


Current research on processing crops 
in the Department of Horticulture at the 


University of Delaware deals with 33 in- © 


dividual experiments on 12 processing 
crops. Most of these experiments or proj- 
ects have not been completed. Therefore 
the results or recommendations presented 
herein should not be considered as final. 
They may change as more data are gath- 
ered. Since it is not feasible to report on 
all research work of this Department, 
only information on the more advanced 
work is presented. 


BREEDING VEGETABLE CROPS 


During the past few years great 
progress has been made in developing 
superior quality vegetable varieties 
which are productive and resistant to one 
or more diseases or physiological dis- 
orders. Breeding work is being conducted 
on tomato, potato, and beet. 


TOMATO — The newly named variety, 
Wiltmaster, has been tested for several 
years with standard varieties on wilt- 
infested and wilt-free soils. On both soils 
it has performed well in contrast to 
standard varieties. In yield of market- 
able fruit, it has been “tops” among eight 


standard varieties when grown on wilt- . 


infested soil. On wilt-free soil it has 
been equaled by only one standard vari- 
ety, New Improved Garden State. Sev- 
eral hundred pounds of Wiltmaster seed 
will be available for planting in 1957. 

Since the introduction of Wiltmaster, 
three new tomato lines which appear 
homozygous showed great promise in 
1956. They are Delaware 33, 40, and 43. 
All of these varieties are early maturing, 
resistant to cracking and Fusarium wilt, 
and highly productive. These varieties 
will be widely tested in 1957. 


POTATO—The recently introduced vari- 
ety, Delus, continues to perform well in 
Delaware. In the five-year period 1950 
to 1955 it produced an average yield of 
257 bushels per acre on non-irrigated 
soils. Under these same conditions, Irish 
Cobbler and Katahdin produced 230 and 
238 bushels per acre, respectively. In 
1956, Delus produced 377 bushels while 
Katahdin produced 367 bushels per acre. 
In a late planting (June 23) this year, 
Delus produced 600 bushels per acre. 
This is a terrific yield under Delaware 


: Abstract of a report before the Tri-State Packers 
Fieldmen’s Conference, Rutgers University, New 
Brunswick, New Jersey, January 1957. 
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conditions. In each of the years tested, 
Delus has been far superior in quality to 
that of Katahdin. It, therefore, seems 
that this variety may be highly desirable 
for processing —the making of potato 
chips and French fries. 


BEET—A new processing type beet vari- 
ety is about ready for introduction. It 
has a good form and deep red color, with 
practically no zoning. It also contains a 
much higher sugar content than stand- 
ard varieties. 


ASPARAGUS FERTILIZATION AND 
CULTURAL STUDIES 


These studies have been in' progress 
for 10 years. In 1956, however, the pre- 
vious series of treatments were changed 
in order to gather new information on 
fertilizer rates, ratios, side-dressing, time 
of application, the response of certain 
minor elements, and the value of spectro- 
graphic tissues analysis. Since these new 
treatments were only started in the 
Spring of 1956, the full effect of them 
cannot be measured until 1957. Never- 
theless a few changes in productivity of 
some of the plots did occur. Other plots 
continued the same trends that they have 
shown for the past 10 years. 


The highlights of the 1956 results are: 


1. The plots receiving 800 pounds per 
acre of a 5-10-15 fertilizer produced as 
much marketable asparagus as the plots 
which received 1600 or 2400 pounds per 
acre of the same fertilizer. 


2. There was no significant difference 
among the plots receiving the fertilizer 
before harvest, after harvest, or in split 
applications. 


3. Yields from plots receiving a 5-10- 
15 fertilizer continued to be more pro- 
ductive than from plots receiving a 
5-10-10 or a 10-10-10. 


4. Evidence now indicates that side- 
dressing asparagus with potash in 
August is no longer necessary when 1600 
pounds per acre of a 5-10-15 fertilizer is 
applied in the spring. 


5. Mounded asparagus rows continued 
to produce significantly larger yields 
than level rows. 


6. It may be advantageous to add cer- 
tain minor elements to asparagus fer- 


tilizer. A combination of 20 pounds of 
borax and 12 pounds of Versenol per acre 
greatly increased yields in 1956. 


7. Results to date indicate that spec- 
trographic tissue analysis may be a valu- 
able tool in determining fertilizer re- 
quirements for asparagus production. 


POD-SET OF LIMA BEANS 


In the past few years attempts have 
been made, with some success, to solve 
the problem of poor and non-concentrated 
pod-set due to hot and dry weather at 
bloom. Both the Thorogreen and Ford- 
hook 242 varieties have been used. Al- 
though growth regulators as well as 
irrigation appear to be of value, they are 
only a partial solution to the problem. A 
breeding program will, therefore, be ini- 
tiated this year in an attempt to develop 
heat-resistant varieties of good process- 
ing qualities. 

In our experimental work with growth 
regulators Duraset (N-meta-tolyl-phtha- 
lamac acid) and 2,3,5-TA (2,4,5  tri- 
chlorophenoxyacetic acid) have greatly 
increased yields under some conditions. 
Duraset reduces excessive dropping of 
blossoms and small pods during adverse 
weather. On the other hand, 2,4,5-TA 
causes the first buds and blossoms to 
drop. Sprayed plants subsequently bloom 
better and set many more pods. Harvest 
date, however, may be delayed as much 
as a month by 2,4,5-TA. 


PERSISTENCE AND 
PENETRATION OF CMU 


This study has ben conducted at the 
Substation on plots where CMU has been 
applied for six successive years. When 
applied at recommended rates, 2 lbs. of 
Karmex W per acre before and after the 
cutting season, no CMU persisted over 
the winter of 1956, 1955 or 1954 in the 
top eight inches of soil. CMU disap- 
peared slowly during the first month 
after aplication, after which disappear- 
ance became more rapid. During the sum- 
mer a small amount of CMU penetrated 
to the 4 to 8 inch level but this disap- 
peared during the fall and winter. 

There is no indication to date, after six 
years of applications, that CMU has a 
detrimental effect on asparagus yields 
and spear size. 


IRRIGATING VEGETABLE CROPS 


TOMATO—The 1954, 1955 and 1956 to- 
mato irrigation experiments have shown 
that irrigation will be beneficial if the 
rainfall is below average for almost any 
two or three week period during the 
growing season. The exact plant response 
and subsequent yield increase, however, 
will be greatly affected by the stage of: 
plant development at the time the dry 
period occurs and by the water holding 
capacity of the soil on which the plants 
are grown. Irrigation during the early 
stages of growth results in larger plants 
and more uniform stands, while irriga- 


(Continued on Page 10) 
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SALES & PROMOTION 


Sparkling new label adorns Dole pine- 
apple-grapefruit drink, the third new 
Do'’e product to be intreduced so far this 
year. 


NEW DOLE DRINK 


Nationwide introduction of another 
new Dole product, pineapple-grapefruit 
drink was announced by the Dole Hawai- 
ian Pineapple Co. 

The third new Dole product to be intro- 
duced so far this year under the com- 
pany’s diversification program, pineap- 
ple-grapefruit drink is scheduled for 
rapid national distribution, concentrating 
initially in 50 major metropolitan mar- 
kets. 

A refreshing combination of Hawaiian 
pineapple and Florida grapefruit juices, 
the drink is enriched with Vitamin “C”, 
a six-ounce serving containing the mini- 
mum adult daily requirement of the vita- 
min. It is being packed in cans bearing 
a new and attractive version of the famil- 
iar Dole label. The new product will be 
priced competitively with similar drinks. 

The principal ingredients of the new 
drink are frozen fresh Hawaiian pineap- 


ple juice concentrated and shipped in bulk 
from Dole’s Honolulu plant, and frozen 
fresh Florida grapefruit concentrate, 
processed at Ridge Citrus Concentrate, 
Inc., at Davenport, Fla. 


Initially, the product introduction will 
be supported by a strong national adver- 
tising program spearheaded by big four- 
color ads appearing in the Puck and 
Metro Sunday comic sections in 44 major 
cities, an attractive point-of-sale mer- 
chandising program, and special promo- 
tional and advertising allowances. 


Re Umberto Brand Imported Olives, 
packed by Strohmeyer & Arpe, 139-141 
Franklin St., New York City, are now 
being distributed in miniature glass bar- 
rels of 5% oz. capacity. Known as the 
“Thrifty Barrel,” new package is de- 
signed to spark impulse sales of olives 
in retail food outlets. In addition to at- 
tractive appearance, wide-mouth opening 
assures easy removal of contents in the 
home. Stuffed variety are filled with 
Spanish sweet peppers. Re Umberto 
Brand Olives and other food products are 
distributed nationally. Glass barrels are 
manufactured by Owens-I]linois Glass 
Co., Toledo, Ohio; closures by White Cap 
Co., Chicago. 


Marsh Foodliners’ Newly Designed 
“Yorktown” Label. 


MARSH FOODLINERS 
TO INSTALL AUTOMATIC 
CHECKOUT EQUIPMENT 


Marsh Foodliners, Inc., supermarket 
operators of Indianapolis, headed by 
Ermal W. Marsh as President, plan to 
install electronically controlled checkout 
lanes to speed up service to shoppers in 
its large supermarkets now nearing com- 
pletion. The new equipment will auto- 
matically sack purchases at the check 
stands which means that checkout em- 
ployes will be fewer and will permit such 
employes to play more the roll of a 
host or hostess to customers, since orders 
will be tabulated electronically as they 
go through the check system. One of the 
new stores is to be opened this month and 
the second in June. The company plans 
5 or 6 more markets in Indianapolis 
within the next two years. 


The company markets its own line of 
canned products under their “Yorktown” 
brand label (shown in the accompanying 
photo), developed and supplied by the 
Piedmont Label Company, Bedford, Va. 


A new carton for canned potatoes that insures maximum point- 
of-sale impact and mass display effectiveness has been designed 
and produced by Container Corporation of America, for the 
Butterfield Canning Company of Muncie, Ind. 

Developed for a one-half price promotional sale, the new car- 
ton holds two cans of small, whole potatoes in a single unit. The 
package displays the Butterfield brand name prominently and 
red and yellow printing on white board gives the carton excep- 
tional eye appeal for mass display. 

The single-unit, two-pack Can Band can be priced more quickly 
than individual cans, is easier to stack on shelves, and speeds up 
procedure at the check-out counter... The package, loaded at the 
Butterfield cannery, is ready for display upon arrival at the store. 
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Tri-State Packers Association will hold 
its Summer Outing at the Miles River 
Yacht Club, St. Michaels, Maryland, on 
July 12. The Society of Tri-Staters plans 
to hold a dinner-dance on the night of 
July 11 at the yacht club and an all-day 
fishing trip on the Bay on Saturday, July 
13. Those interested in making the fish- 
ing trip should contact Jack Harrison, 
Box 735, Easton, Maryland, as soon as 
possible, so that arrangements can be 
completed. 


Tidewater Canners Association of Vir- 
ginia will hold its Annual Meeting at In- 
dian Creek Yacht & Country Club, Byrd- 
ton, Virginia, on June 7. The change in 
the meeting place from Tides Inn was 
made necessary due to the Jamestown 
Exposition being held at that time, caus- 
ing a lack of hotel facilities. L. M. Good- 
win of American Can Company, First 
National Bank Building, Baltimore, has 
looked into the hotel situation and taken 
an option on a number of rooms at the 
Richard Lee Hotel at Kilmarnock, Vir- 
ginia, about three miles from the country 
club. Mr. Goodwin’s option will expire 
on May 15 so that anyone interested in 
attending the meeting should contact him 
before that date. The Get-together Din- 
ner of the Association will be held on the 
evening of June 7. 


Tennessee-Kentucky Canners Associa- 
tion has elected Shell R. Clevenger of 
Bush Brothers & Company, Dandridge, 
Tennessee, President; R. K. Rooney, Old 
Black Joe Company, Hohenwald, Tennes- 
see, Vice-President; H. L. W. Hill, Ten- 
nessee Foods, Inc., Portland, Tennessee, 
reelected Secretary-Treasurer; and Mrs. 
Katherine Green, Tennessee Foods, Inc., 
Portland, Tennessee, Assistant Secretary. 


American Can-Dixie Cup Merger—Di- 
rectors of the American Can Company 
and the Dixie Cup Company have ap- 
proved the merging of the two firms 
through an exchange of stock on the 
basis of 1.65 shares of Canco common 
for 1 share of Dixie common. The agree- 
ment will require ratification of Dixie 
stockholders, who will meet in June. 
American Can will use previously author- 
ized unissued common stock for the ac- 
quisition so that it will not be necessary 
for a special meeting of Canco stock- 
holders to vote upon the plan. 
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Youth Crops Contest—40 boys and two 
girls from Wisconsin have already en- 
rolled in the National Junior Vegetable 
Growers Association Canning Crops Con- 
test for 1957. The Wisconsin Canners 
Association is again offering first and 
second prize awards to Wisconsin en- 
trants and national winners will receive 
awards from NJVGA and the National 
Canners Association. 


H. J. Heinz Company will dedicate its 
new Research Center at Pittsburgh to 
H. N. Riley, Executive Vice-President of 
the firm since 1949 and pioneer food tech- 
nologist for the company, who has just 
retired after 45 years of continuous serv- 
ice. The dedication is being made in rec- 
ognition of Mr. Riley’s many contribu- 
tions to food technology as well as to his 
corporate administration. 


New York Marketing Agreements—A 
bill which authorizes the establishment 
of marketing agreements and orders for 
wide variety of agricultural products in 
New York State, has been signed by 
Governor Harriman. 


American Public Health Association 
will hold its Fifth Annual Meeting in 
Cleveland, November 11 to 15, when Pub- 
lic Health authorities, representing com- 
munity, state, national and international 
agencies, both volunteer and governmen- 
tal, will exchange information on a wide 
variety of topics. 


Clinton Corn Processing Company, 
Clinton, Iowa, has moved its division 


sales office at Atlanta, Georgia from 161 


Spring Street Building, to 504 Bona Allen 
Building. R. C. Rau is in charge of the 
Atlanta office. 


National Red Cherry Institute — The 
Spring Meeting of the National Red 
Cherry Institute will be held on June 12 
and 13 at Leathem Smith Lodge, Stur- 
geon Bay, Wisconsin, according to Wil- 
liam B. Powell, Executive Secretary- 
Treasurer. 


J. M. Glick, of B. E. Glick & Co., Corn- 
ing, Calif., processors of olives, has been 
nominated for the post of Director of the 
Board of the United States Chamber of 
Commerce. He was also quite recently 
elected chairman of the Olive Stabiliza- 
tion Advisory Board which has opened 


- offices at 64 Pine St., San Francisco, 


Calif. 


Phillips Packing Company stockhold- 
ers have approved the merger between 
that company and Consolidated Foods 
Corporation effective July 1. 


George Deppman, Western Regional 
Merchandising Manager of Owen-lIllinois 
Glass Company, has been elected Presi- 
dent of the Merchandising Executives 
Club of Chicago, a group composed of 
Chicago area executives, who meet regu- 
larly to exchange merchandising ideas. 
Other Officers are: George Perkins, Na- 
tional Tea Company, Vice-President; 
Mercer Francisco, Francisco Films, Vice- 
President; Rankin Lashmet, Curtis Pub- 
lishing Company, Treasurer; and Hilliard 
S. Graham, Erwin Wasey & Company, 
Secretary. W. Robert Eagan, former 
President, and Vice-President of Foote, 
Cone & Belding, was elected a Director. 


Cal-Pak Dividend—At a meeting of the 
Board of Directors of the California 
Packing Corporation held May 3rd at the 
San Francisco headquarters of the firm, 
a 5 percent stock dividend was declared, | 
in addition to the regular dividend of 55 
cents per share. The report of President 
R. G. Lucks indicated that during the 
fiscal year ended February 28, 1957, sub- 
stantial sums were required to finance 
the improvement and expansion of oper- 
ating facilities. In addition, dyring the 
year, the firm acquired about 65 percent 
of the outstanding capital stock of Cana- 
dian Canners Ltd. for which approxi- 
mately $14,000,000 was paid. 


FOOD TECHNOLOGISTS 
HONOR DR. BURTON 


Dr. Laurence V. Burton, Executive 
Director of the Packaging Institute, Inc., 
retired, has been named winner of the 
International Award sponsored by the 
Australia Regional Sections of the Insti- 
tute of Food Technologists. The award 
is bestowed upon members of the Insti- 
tute for “outstanding efforts to promote 
the international exchange of ideas in 
the field of food technology, thus contrib- 
uting to international understanding.” 
During World War II, Dr. Burton served 
as consultant in overseas packaging 
problems and spent time in Australia and 
the South Pacifiic regions working with 
military and industrial personnel. 
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PENNSYLVANIA SALES CLINIC 


The Institutional Market will feature 
the program for the Annual Sales Clinic 
of the Pennsylvania Canners Association 
to be held at the Bedford Springs Hotel, 
Bedford, Pennsylvania, May 17 and 18. 


Harold H. Jaeger, Marketing Director 
of the Can Manufacturers Institute, will 
moderate sessions while Lee Esser, 
Chairman of the Association’s Sales and 
Merchandising Committee, will preside at 
the opening session at 2:00 P.M. on Fri- 
day, May 17. 


George L. Milne of “Institutions Maga- 
zine” will present a breakdown of the in- 
stitutional market, outlining its various 
components and complex character. Mr. 
Milne will be followed by Russell 
Kraemer, Manager of the Institutional 
Division of General Foods Corporation, 
who will cite examples of how to solve 
the problems encountered when selling 
the institutional market. Still another 


. speaker will outline the hospital field as 


a basic institutional market. 


The Annual Banquet will be held on 
Friday evening, at 7:30 P.M. 


On Saturday morning, May 18, the pro- 
gram will be continued with talks by 
Ralph G. Peterson of the National Res- 


_ taurant Association, Chicago; John L. 


Rutherford of “Inplant Food Manage- 
ment” magazine, Chicago; Robert L. 
Manners of Manners Big Boy Restau- 
rants of Cleveland; and Lee Esser, Sales 
Manager of Knouse Foods Cooperative, 
Peach Glenn, Pennsylvania. 


A golf tournament will be held on 
Saturday afternoon beginning at 1:00 
P.M. 


THIS MAKES SENSE 


In place of his usual crop report, one 
Tri-State canners reports to us in this 
way: 


“CORN — Due to excess supply and 
market now substantially below replace- 
ment cost (we figure 50 cents per case 
minimum), we will not pack this year 
but will carry over approximately two- 
thirds of our pack,thus hoping to contrib- 
ute to a balance of supply and demand 
and realize at least replacement value on 
our inventory. 


“We do not expect a ‘repeat’ of last 
year’s bumper crop which was 38 percent 
more than the 10-year average. 10-year 
average yields would return approxi- 
mately 30,000,000 cases this year, which 
with carryover of 6 to 7 million cases 
would, with average consumption, result 
in a balanced supply and profitable prices. 


“Five other canners in this area will 
do as we are doing, so wish us luck, as 


the industry cannot otherwise survive.” | 


Would that more corn canners had the 
guts (and financial backing) to do like- 
wise. 
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NCA BOARD MEETING 
Washington, D. C. Headquarters 
Tentative Schedule 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 22 


9:30 A.M. — Meeting of Legislative 
Committee. 


9:30 A.M. — Meeting of Reappraisal 
Committee. 

12:30 P.M.—Luncheon Meeting of Can- 
ner-Grower Coordinating Committee. 


2:00 P.M.—Meeting of Convention Pro- 
gram Committee. 


2:00 P.M.—Meeting of Consumer and 
Trade Relations Committee. 

2:00-4:00 P.M.—Open House at NCA 
Headquarters for new members of 
the Board of Directors. 

4:30 P.M.—Premiere showing of new 
color-sound film, “The Story of John 
Porter,” Presidential Room, Hotel 
Statler, followed by Reception in the 
Congressional Room, adjoining. 


THURSDAY, MAY 23 


9:00 A.M. — Meeting of Legislative 
Committee, Sheraton-Park Hotel. 
9:30 A.M.—Meeting of Administrative 

Council. 

12:30 P.M.—Luncheon—Board of Direc- 
tors, Administrative Council, State 
Secretaries, and NCA guests, Con- 
tinental Room, Sheraton-Park Hotel. 


2:00 P.M.—Open Meeting of Board of 
Directors, Sheraton-Park Hotel. 


5:00 P.M.—Reception at residence of 
Mr. and Mrs. Carlos Campbell. 


FRIDAY, MAY 24 


9:00 A.M.—Closed Meeting of Board of 
Directors, Sheraton-Park Hotel. 


Crown Cork & Seal Company—John F. 
Connelly, who has been serving as a 
Director and Chairman of the Executive 
Committee, has been elected Chairman of 
the Board and President of the Crown 
Cork & Seal Company. Russell Gowans, 
who declined reelection for President, 
was elected Vice-President and appointed 
President in charge of the Company’s 
Western Division. 

The following officers were also elected: 
Charles E. McManus, Jr., Vice-Chairman 
of the Board; Walter L. McManus, Vice- 
President and Secretary; Karl W. Muel- 
ler, Vice-President; Lowell H. Smith, 
Assistant Vice-President; Albert M. Nor- 
man, Treasurer; Elmer F. Fousek, Assis- 
tant Secretary and Assistant Treasurer; 
and John J. Kenny, Assistant Treasurer. 
John J. Nagle was reappointed Chairman 
of the Finance Committee. 

In accepting the Presidency, Mr. Con- 
nelly stated that he would resign as 
President of Connelly Containers, Inc., 
Philadelphia, to devote his full time to 
the affairs of Crown Cork & Seal Com- 
pany. 


CURRENT RESEARCH WITH 
VEGETABLE CROPS IN DELAWARE 


(Continued from page 7) 


tion during periods of fruit set and fruit 
development result in an increase in fruit 
number and a nearly complete control 
of blossom-end rot. Irrigation just prior 
to and including the harvest season re- 
sults in larger fruit and may eliminate 
almost entirely the occurence of fruit 
under two inches in diameter. This period 
appears to be the most important for in- 
creasing yield as demonstrated in 1954 
when the whole season was relatively 
dry. At this time, five irrigations prior 
to the harvest season resulted in a 21 
percent increase while three irrigations 
during the harvest season resulted in a 
56 percent increase. This irrigation dur- 
ing the harvest season, therefore, pro- 
vides the greatest possibility for increas- 
ing yields by irrigation, but also brings 
out a delay in maturity, a possibility of 
more severe cracking and an increase in 
soil rot. The problems of cracking and 
soil rot, however, may be greatly mini- 
mized by taking full advantage of the 
deep roots which the tomato plants have 
late in the season. This involves spac- 
ing the irrigations farther apart, but 
applying proportionately more water at 
one application. 


LIMA BEAN—Lima bean yields were sig- 
nificantly increased by irrigation in the 
1955 and 1956 experiments even though 
neither season was excessively dry. These 
yield increases occurred with both the 
Fordhook 242 and the Thorogreen vari- 
ety and in all cases the increased yield 
appeared to be the result of an increase 
in pod set. The factor which apparently 
determines whether or not irrigation will 
be beneficial is the timing of a hot, dry 
period to coincide with “full bloom.” This 
is demonstrated by the 1955 results 
where the yield from the Fordhook vari- 
ety was increased 63 percent by one irri- 
gation near “full bloom” while two addi- 
tional irrigations gave a 69 percent in- 
crease. In the same season, “full bloom” 
on the Thorogreen variety did not coin- 
cided with hot, dry weather and subse- 
quently the yield was increased less than 
10 percent by the medium and heavy 
irrigations. In 1956 both varieties came 
into bloom during relatively warm, dry 
weather and as a result both varieties 
responded to irrigation. The Fordhook 
yields were increased 54 percent by both 
the medium and the heavy irrigations 
even though the appearance of the plants 
and the moisture content of the soil indi- 
cated that the additional irrigations were 
needed. The Thorogreen yield was in- 
creased 34 percent by the medium irriga- 
tion and 54 percent by the heavy irriga- 
tion. From these results, it appears that 
lima beans do not give progressively 
higher yields with increasing availability 
of soil moisture unless the irrigation is 
applied at a time when it will increase 
the pod set. 
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BURT 


CUTS 


PACKING TIME 


CLEANER - 
FASTER - 
SURER 


.--with less waste 


Burt High Speed Case Packers 
save time on any line. Just 
place the case and a Burt 


Packer fills it with one stroke! 


By lye treating stock to a uniform depth, this machine 
lets peelers and trimmers work faster, easier. Revolving, 
submerged screw conveyor eliminates floaters—reduces 
peeling and trimming losses. Time and temperature con- 
trols lets you treat stock to desired depth. Handles up 
to 3000 Ibs. capacity (depending on product) yet occupies 
less floor space than other peelers of equal capacity. 

See your Robins Representative or write for com- 
plete details, illustrated literature, prices, delivery. 


THE ROBINS LINE INCLUDES EQUIPMENT FOR PROCESSING 


APPLES e ASPARAGUS ¢ BEETS e« CORN e DRIED BEANS 
LUMA BEANS MARMALADES OLIVES ONIONS PEACHES 
PEAS PEPPERS © PICKLES POTATOES PUMPKIN @ RELISHES © 
SAUERKRAUT e SHRIMP e SPINACH STRAWBERRIES 

STRING BEANS TOMATOES 


LABELERS PACKERS 


BURT MACHINE COMPANY AK Robins £00, INC. 


401 E. Oliver St. Manufacturers of Food Processing Machinery Since 1855 
Baltimore 2, Md. 713-729 E. Lombard St. * Baltimore 2, Maryland ... 
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AGRICULTURE 


CROP REPORTS 


DELAWARE - MARYLAND, May 4 — Peas: 
Peas in the critical blooming stage on the 
lower Eastern Shore show the need of 
rain. During the past week the effects of 
the dry, hot and windy weather became 
apparent throughout Delaware and 
Maryland, with the exception of Western 
Maryland where soil moisture was ade- 
quate. Southern Maryland and Eastern 
Shore districts were especially dry. Rain 
needed immediately for vegetables. Farm 
work is considered generally to be a little 
ahead of schedule although in some areas 
the dry soils were interferring with plow- 
ing and seed bed preparation. Step up in 
spraying due to increase of insects. 


NEW YORK, May 2—Peas: Processors 
welcomed the rains last week because it 
brought planting to a halt, which had 
been moving too fast heat unitwise. 
Planting schedules have now _ been 
brought back in line due to cooler 
weather and rains over the week-end. 
Some of the smaller firms are pretty well 
planted and the larger ones have as much 
as two-thirds of their acreage in the 
ground. Conditions have been almost 
ideal for planting this spring. 


WISCONSIN, May 3— Peas: Planting 
went forward rapidly throughout most 
of the state due to unusually high tem- 
peratures during last part of April, and 
favorable soil conditions. Planting will 
slow up now because of cooler weather. 
Concern is now felt that early fields may 
be exposed to frost hazards. 


WISCONSIN, May 4—Peas: At present 
we are having a cold spell with low tem- 
peratures and frost. We had warm 
weather and quick spring growth up 
until Friday. Tender young plants could 
suffer severe damage due to very low 
temperatures. Normal weather would be 
better. 


TOMATOES 


DELAWARE-MARYLAND, May 4— Toma- 
toes: Approximately half of the plants 
were set out on the Southern half of the 
Peninsula. 


HARTFORD CITY, IND., May 3 — Toma- 
toes: Cold and wet weather. Starting to 
seed today, about ten days late. 


LYNN, IND., May 5—Tomatoes: Very 
little seeding done; will seed to May 10. 
Last three days and nights very cold 
with frost on May 3, 4 and 5. Will start 
setting plants about May 18 if weather 
favorable. Plenty of moisture in subsoil. 
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SELLERSBURG, IND., May 6—Tomatoes: 
Apparently normal settings of early to- 
matoes. We had frosts on May 4, 5 and 6 
but apparently no damage was done. 


SOMERSET COUNTY, MD., April 30—To- 
matoes: Due to early warm weather 
planting is about finished here. Much 
replanting will be required due to hot 
weather, especially over the weekend of 
April 27 and 28. Supply of plants has 
been adequate. Estimate 10 to 20 percent 
reduction in acreage. Larger growers 
planting about same. The 10-20 acre man 
not planting at all or cut to a very few. 


BEDFORD COUNTY, VA., May 7—Toma- 
toes: Believe the acreage will be less than 
last year. Have already set out some 
plants and have some more ready to set 
out now. 


ROANOKE, VA., May 1—Tomatoes: Most 
growers in this mountain area, known as 
the Roanoke area, of Virginia, grow their 
own plants. The exceptional cold, (first 
three weeks of April) delayed sowing of 
seeds. The last ten days of April were 
exceptionally hot and proved ideal for 
crop preparation. About the same prep- 
aration is being made as for 1956. Plant 
beds are germinating nicely and there 
should be an abundance of plants unless 
there develops an adverse weather situ- 
ation in the next two or three weeks. Our 
guess at this time is that the crop will 
work out on about the same level as 1956. 


OTHER ITEMS 


SILOAM SPRINGS, ARK., May 6—Green 
Beans: Excessive rain and sub normal 
April temperatures have delayed plant- 
ing; now three weeks late. We are afraid 
crop will be ready for picking in July’s 
hot, dry weather. Outlook very unfavor- 
able. 


DELAWARE - MARYLAND, May 4— Snap 
Beans: Showing the affects of the lack 
of moisture on the lower Eastern Shore. 

Apples: This morning serious freeze 
damage occurred in the Hancock area, 
but injury was not as serious as the May 
freezes of last year. Petals began to fall 
on early varieties in Washington County. 
All main varieties on the lower Delmar 
Peninsula, were at petal fall, except Wil- 
liams and Rome, at early petal fall. 

Peaches: Trees on high ground were 
not seriously affected by freeze. All at 
shuck-split stage, some with more than 


‘ half of the peach exposed. 


NEW YORK, May 2—Spinach: Planting 
is pretty well along. 


THE CANNING TRADE 


THE WEATHER PICTURE 


For the week ending May 6 the U. S. 
Weather Bureau reports: 


FLORIDA—Temperatures averaged near 
normal, Statewide showers most of week; 
amounts 1 to 3 inches most areas; locally 
(Gainesville) over 7 inches. Citrus gen- 
erally in good condition; rains beneficial; 
new fruit sizing well; soil moisture most- 
ly adequate. Most crops in North and 
Northwest benefited materially from 
rains. Tobacco, corn, cotton, and other 
crops good progress, except in isolated 
areas where rains excessive. 


ILLINOIS—Dry, sunny week; warm at 
beginning and quite cool at end. No rain 
since April 29. Wettest April in 7 years 
in Northern third, wettest in 13 years 
in Central third, wettest in 30 years in 
Southern third. Scattered light freezes 
on May 4, but no reported damage. All 
farmers in fields full time by week-end. 
Plowing for corn and soybeans 60 per- 
cent completed, normal 77 percent. Corn 
planting ready to begin. All crops grow- 
ing well but still behind normal. Water 
losses due to ponding will cause replant- 
ing of some row crops. 


INDIANA—Week of sunny weather. No 
rain. Temperatures in 80’s first of week 
then cool with few freezing temperatures 
in North on May 4; minima in 30’s last 
four days. Farmers about 13 days behind 
in field work, but much accomplished 
after Wednesday in plowing and prepar- 
ing seedbeds. Soil moist to 4 feet at 25 
random locations throughout Indiana. 
Plowing for corn and soybeans 45 percent 
completed. Corn and soybean planting 
begun in South. Direct seeding of toma- 
toes 10 percent done; 3 percent of plants 
set. 


MARYLAND AND DELAWARE — Tempera- 
tures averaged above normal for past 
week. Precipitation extremely light. Ef- 
fect of recent hot, dry, windy weather 
apparent throughout Maryland and Dela- 
ware, except in Western Maryland where 
soil moisture is adequate. Southern 
Maryland and Eastern Shore especially 
dry. Shallow rooted crops, particularly 
vegetables, in immediate need of rain. 
Dry soils in some areas interfering with 
plowing and seed bed preparation, but 
farmwork generally a little ahead of 
schedule. Insects of all kinds increas- 
ing, but spraying stepped up. Freeze 
morning of May 4 damaged apples in low 
spots in Hancock fruit area; extent of 
damage to apples considered lighter than 
freeze of last May. Peaches generally 
located on higher ground showed little 
damage. 


MINNESOTA—Second consecutive week 
with deficient precipitation; only re- 
ported amount 0.16 inch in West-Central. 
Temperatures much above normal first 
three days, below last four days with sub- 
freezing temperatures in North Friday 
and over State Saturday. Some corn and 
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soybeans planted in South-Central. Mois- 
ture shortages appearing in Central, 
East-Central, and South. 


NEW JERSEY—Mild first half, quite cold 
last half. Scattered showers averaged 
less than 1/10 inch. Upland frost on 
mornings of May 3 and 4 caused spotty 
damage to early bloom on strawberries 
and to blueberry and tomato plants. 
Cranberry bog temperatures below freez- 
ing each morning from May 3 thru 6; 
13 degrees recorded at one bog on the 
4th; heavy damage to plants where no 
water available for flooding and moder- 
ate water damage to plants in flooded 
bogs. Week favorable for fieldwork. Win- 
ter greens continue good growth. Early 
vegetables good progress. Topsoil becom- 
ing dry and irrigation necessary in most 
areas. 


NEW YORK—Frost or freezing tempera- 
tures on five mornings in parts of South. 
Cold and windy with unusually low 
humidities. Rainfall insignificant. Day- 
time temperatures back to normal at end 
of period. Cold weather slowed crop de- 
velopment considerably but most crops 
one to two weeks ahead of last year. Con- 
ditions generally very favorable for field- 
work. Parts of East extremely dry. Frost 
in scattered areas, but air dryness and 
light to moderate winds prevented seri- 
ous damage. Fruit-bud development re- 


tarded by cool weather, but much ahead 
of last year. Hudson Valley cherries, 
pears, and peaches reached full bloom 
stage late in April and apples May 1; 
Lake Ontario area a few days later. 
Good pollination conditions during bloom. 


oHIO—Very warm and dry, but con- 
siderably colder last of week. Scattered 
light frosts over week-end. Soils drying 
rapidly and heavy topsoil developing sur- 
face cracks. Soil prepared for corn and 
soybeans. Corn planting started. Fruit 
trees and strawberries in bloom. Light, 
spotty damage by frost at week-end. 
More rain needed. 


PENNSYLVANIA — Temperatures aver- 
aged below normal; minima in 20’s and 
30’s numerous throughout period, result- 
ing in damaging frosts in most sections. 
A few light sprinkles of rain in Southern 
half, nearly % inch in North. Under pre- 
dominantly sunny skies fruit trees blos- 
somed heavily. Corn planting underway. 


TEXAS—Sunny, mild week-end of May 
5 welcome respite from two weeks of 
rainy weather. As week ended major 
streams returning to normal, except over- 
flow persists in flat lower reaches near 
Gulf. Temperatures near normal until 
cooler week-end. Field operations limited 
to high well-drained land. One serious 
consequence of prolonged rains is delay 


in corn planting. Only in Coastal Bend 
and South intended acreage planted. 
Much land intended for corn in Central 
and Southeast will be seeded in sorghums 
since season late for corn planting. Vege- 
table field work and harvest in South de- 
layed. Tomato harvest expected in fair 
volume in Lower Rio Grande Valley early 
this week. 


VIRGINIA — Temperatures averaged 
above normal, but dropped sharply to be- 
low normal at end of period. Precipita- 
tion spotty and light, except for a few 
heavy thundershowers first of period. 
Crops generally normal for season, but 
rain needed badly. Farmwork well ad- 
vanced. Dry ground holding up some 
planting. Corn 49 percent planted, but 
stands poor in driest sections. Fruit out- 
look continued good although some frost 
damage. Strawberries suffering heavily 
from drought; picking begun but without 
rain quality and yield suffering. 


WISCONSIN — Unseasonable warmth 
broken on May 2 with freeze into South 
on May 3 and 4. Shell Lake reported 17 
degrees on the 4th. Little freeze damage 
to fruits reported. No measurable pre- 
cipitation. Forest-fire hazard becoming 
high. Topsoil moisture becoming de- 
pleted in most areas. Pea planting con- 
tinues. Preparing corn ground with first 
plantings reported in West. 


for 


TOMATO PRODUCTS 


greater vitamin content. 

Three stainless steel models—8, 16 
and 24 ton capacities. All have 3” 
Kook-More Koils with 130°-210° 
temperature range. Furnished com- 
plete with steam strainers and traps, 
temperature regulator, thermoguide, 
level control, impeller and motor. 

The Universal Hot-Break Unit is 
one of a complete line of Langsen- 
kamp machines for food processors. 
Write for full details. 


T4E CANNING TRADE 


Switch to Langsenkamp’s Hot 
Break Method! Tanks equipped 
with Kook-More Koils provide 
the quick, efficient, safe way to 
prepare tomatoes for juice or 
catsup. No pregrinding. Product 
is broken by built-in distorter, then submerged instantly 
in high temperature liquid to prevent enzymic action. 
Result: Maximum release of pectin from skin and seeds, 
producing a stock of heavier body, better color and 


F.H.LANGSENKAMP Co. 


227 E. SOUTH ST. + INDIANAPOLIS 4, INDIANA 
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Write Today 


* PERFORMANCE 
EFFICIENCY 
* ECONOMY 


SCOTT EL-200 
SEPARATING UNIT 


Avanaste in a wide range of 


sizes with a screen mesh for virtually every com- 
modity. Durably constructed of the finest materials 
and equipped with our specially designed, quickly 
interchangeable rod screens. 

All Scott Separating Units complete with fresh 


water spray and drain pan. 


for complete details on the entire Scott Viner 
line of food processing equipment 


THE SCOTT VINER CO. | 


1224 KINNEAR RD., COLUMBUS 8, OHIO 
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Keep up with container developments! Watch Canco’s TV show, NBC NEWS, on alternate Mondays. 
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What does this oval mean to you? 


.. This oval ig a well-known trade-mark. In the broader sense, it is a symbol 
of American Can Company’s leadership in can research, technology, and 
manufacture. + Over the years, canners have seen dozens of major ad- 
vances by Canco scientists—advances such as “‘vacuum syruping,” 
the process that quickly and surely removes air from cans, retaining the 
excellent color and flavor of peaches and other fruits. + As a result of this 
continuing research and development program, canners may rightly 
expect even greater progress in the future—from &> ' 


AMERICAN CAN COMPANY 


New York + Chicago + San Francisco 
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CANNERS AND WHOLESALE 
DISTRIBUTORS STOCKS 
APRIL 1, 1957 


Almost all canned foods items covered 
by this survey reflected reductions from 
year-ago stocks at this distributor level. 
In contrast, April 1, 1957 canners stocks 
of most items were well above their year- 
ago levels, reflecting larger packs during 
the current season. 

At the distributor level, sharp declines 
were reported for tomatoes, down 600,000 
actual cases (16%), green and wax 
beans, down 565,000 cases (17%) and to- 
mato juice, off 444,000 cases (16%). 
Stocks of corn, at 4.2 million cases, and 
peas, at 3.6 million cases—the two larg- 
est volume items in distributors hands as 
of April 1, 1957—were slightly (1%) be- 
low their year-ago levels. Only four items 
indicated larger stocks than a year-ago 
—pineapple juice, up 493,000 cases 


CANNERS AND DISTRIBUTORS STOCKS 


(Including warehouses of retail multiunit 
organizations) 


(Thousands of actual cases) 
April 1, 1957 April 1, 1956 


Distrib- Distrib- 
utors Canners utors Canner, 


Vegetables: 
Asparagus ............ 741 11,844 773 11,803 
Beans, gr. & wax 2,822 8,464 3,387 8,458 
4,188 15,758 4,230 10,407 
Peas 3,5 8,051 3,643 6,256 
Sauerkraut? ......... 668 3,730 796 =2,100 
620 11,603 657 11,235 
Tomatoes ............ 3,143 = - 9,293 3,743 5,154 
Tomato catsup and 

chili sauce ........ 2,237 16,421 2,347 8,974 
Fruits: 
450 2,448 492 2,234 
Applesauce _.......... 1,219 7,856 1,377 6,082 
710) 806 2,346 
Cherries, red ptd. 516 630 599 1,213 
Fruit cocktail® .... 1,515 6,928 1,397 5,550 
Grapefuit 

segments! _ ........ 482 2,719 511 8,256 
3,276 11,889 3,878 6,357 
1,169 5,160 1,144 4,090 
Pineapple® .............. 1,790 9,080 1,850 8,416 
Juices: 
Citrus blends? ...... 490 =1,828 515 1,629 
Grapefruit* ......,.... 971 4,085 1,047 4,142 
Orange? 1,270 7,589 1,490 5,844 
Pineapple® ............ 1,557 6,028 1,064 5,982 
2,400 16,822 2,844 7,050 
Fish: 
Maine sardines’ .. 295 465 268 152 


1As of March 1, 2 Canner stocks of sauer- 
kraut includes all kraut in cans, barrels and tanks, 
converted from barrels (of 45 gallons) to cases, 
using a factor of 10 cases of 24-214’s per barrel. 
* Ineludes fruits for salad and mixed fruits (except 
citrus). *Canners stocks cover Florida only. 
» Canners stocks cover Hawaii and the Philippines. 
* Includes vegetable juice ocmbinations containing 
at least 70 percent tomato juice. 7 Canner stocks 
are measured in 100-can cases. 
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(46%), fruit cocktail, up 118,000 cases 
(8%), pears, up 25,000 cases (2%) and 
Maine sardines, up 27,000 cases (10%). 

Canners stocks of three tomato prod- 
ucts — tomatoes, at.9.3 million actual 
cases, tomato catsup and chili sauce, at 
16.4 million, and tomato juice, at 16.8 mil- 
lion—increased from 4.1 to 9.8 million 
cases above their year-ago levels. Stocks 
of corn, at 15.8 mililon cases on April 1, 
1957 were 5.4 million cases above year- 
ago stocks. Canned peaches totaled 11.9 
million cases on April 1 compared to 
stocks of 6.4 million cases onhand last 
April 1. Canners stocks of Maine sar- 
dines, at 465,000 cases (of 100 cans each) 
were more than three times the stocks 
of 152,000 cases reported a year ago. 
Stocks of pineapple juice, which in- 
creased substantially at the distributor 
level, remained about the same as a year 
ago—6.0 million cases—at the canners 
level. Declines in canners stocks were 
reported for only four items—apricots, 
red-pitted cherries, grapefruit segments 
and grapefruit juice. 


NEW YORK MARKET 


Prices Generally Steady—Asparagus Open- 
ing Awaited—Beans Wanted—Low Prices 
Moving Corn—Peas Lag—Tomato Offerings 
Limited—Spinach Steady—Tuna Filling Fish 
Demand—California Fruits Unchanged. 


By “New York Stater” 


New York, N. Y., May 12, 1957 


THE SITUATION—A moderate spot 
canned food business was reported. The 
feature was that in most instances, busi- 
ness was done at full asking levels. Pres- 
sure is not particularly keen and leaves 
the impression that most of the vege- 
table and fruit stocks are nearing com- 
pletion of the fiscal marketing year with 
prospects of moderate carryovers. 

There are some vegetables, especially 
tomatoes, where a sold out situation is 
expected to develop long before new 
packs are underway. However, as for 
tomato products, the supplies are quite 
heavy and this is reflected in the some- 
what lower prices. 

As for peas, snap beans, beets, carrots 
and sweet corn, the prices were well 
maintained. 


There was a good call for fruits against 
contracts and heavy shipments were re- 
ported from the West Coast. As for fish, 
the market was strong with the draw- 
back to business the absence of import- 
ant offers. New prices for Columbia 
River salmon packs are awaited. 


ASPARAGUS — While there are a 
number of California canners who have 
named opening 1957 prices, there are no 
quotations out of the East on the 1957 
pack. Canners are operating, but busi- 
ness is being booked only on S.A.P. basis. 
The grower price has been settled at 
11% cents a lb., which basis is 2 cents 
a lb. below last year. 


Currently there are offers of 1956 
packs No. 300, medium or large spears 
at $3.70, small spears at $3.40 and cuts 
and tips at $2.35, f.o.b. New Jersey ship- 
ping area. A fairly large quantity of 
300s, standard cut all green spears, was 
available at $1.90, f.o.b. Michigan can- 
neries. All prices were per dozen f.o.b. 


SNAP BEANS—tThe supply position 
is growing quite tight and some canners, 
especially in Pennsylvania are reported 
as withdrawn. There has been a short- 
ening of raw receipts from Florida and 
Texas, as well as some of the other States 
usually heavy shippers of raw stock to 
Maryland canneries ‘at this season of 
the year. Offerings of standard round 
pod cut green beans 2%s were reported 
at $2.00 and 10s at $6.00, with no 303s, 
or 8 oz. available. For 303s, Florida 
points, standards were quoted at $1.20. 
Here the offers on 8 oz., 2%s and 10s 
were withdrawn. Extra standard round 
pod 303s were priced at $1.35 and fancy 
4 sieve round at $1.50, per dozen, f.o.b. 
Maryland shipping points. Short cuts, 
303s, New York State were quoted at 
$1.10 per dozen. 


CORN — The demand for corn con. 
tinues above average, but statistically 
the situation remains top heavy. The 
April disappearance figures are expected 
to run around 3,000,000 cases, higher 
than for the same month last year, but 
about the same as two years ago. Some 
canners are reported naming price ad- 
vances so as to get the market at least 
equal to production costs. Others are 
willing to sell at concessions, apparently 
seeking to unload their surpluses and 
meet their financial obligations. Mean- 
while, there is a fairly good demand and 
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MARKET NEWS 


the attractive price levels are moving 
goods. 

For fancy sweet corn 3038s, f.o.b. Mary- 
land shipping points, the asking basis 
was $1.20, extra standards $1.15, fancy 
whole grain 303s, $1.20 and extra stand- 
ards $1.10, per dozen. Wisconsin fancy 
cream was $1.15 and extra standards 
$1.05 with fancy whole grain $1.15 and 
extra standards $1.07%4, per dozen. There 


were also offers of extra standards cream — 


golden 3038s, f.o.b. Ohio at $1.05 and extra 
standards cream, 10s, f.o.b. Maryland 
shipping points at $6.75 all per dozen. 


PEAS—tThe demand for peas has not 
been as good as expected the past few 
weeks. There has not been any weaken- 
ing of the price structure, but this com- 
bined with the fact that canners have 
not been moving any liberal quantities 
from their warehouses of late, leaves the 
impression that a fairly sizeable carry- 
over may be seen. Some figure that it 
will likely be well ahead of a year ago. 


Wisconsin canners were hoping that 
their acreage on early June would be in- 
creased this year so as to make up for 
the shortages of a year ago. However, 
there is doubt as to whether this will be 
accomplished for the weather has been 
bad. In the East plantings of this item 
have been completed. The acreage is esti- 
mated at about the same as last year. 


Seeding of sweets also is finished. There 
is a shortage of 10s in most markets. 

Maryland canner offers of 303s, con- 
sisted of standard Alaskas at $1.20, extra 
standards 4 sieve $1.35 and standard 
sweets at $1.30, extra standard sweets 
at $1.40 and fancy pod run sweets at 
$1.45. On 10s there were a few offers of 
fancy pod run sweets at $9.00, f.o.b. Wis- 
consin and standard pod runs sweets 
10s at $8.50, per dozen, f.o.b. Maryland 
points. 


TOMATOES—Considerable activity in 
the Maryland, Delaware, New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania areas in setting out tomato 
plants. The fear of frosts is now fairly 
well over. The next move will be to try 
and estimate acreages in these areas. 
Ground conditions are ideal with plenty 
of moisture in most sections. 


Spot market activity continued but the 
quantities available were limited. It is 
estimated that many of the large outlets 
are carrying unusually small inventories 
even for this period of the year. Spot 
offerings, f.o.b. Maryland, included stand- 
ard 303s, at $1.25 and fancy Italian plum 
style at $1.50. Some offerings f.o.b. Flor- 
ida points were noted for standards on 
the basis of $1.20. Extra standards, f.o.b. 
Indiana shipping points, were reported 
at $1.35. One canner offered some stand- 
ards, packer label only 303s, at $1.22% 
f.o.b. Maryland. 


One time, per line 60c. 


RIGHT NOW! 


There’s plenty of 
A-C-T-I-O-N 


CLASSIFIED ADS 
We suggest you 


PLACE YOURS NOW! 


The rates—straight reading, no display. 


Four or more times, per line 50c. 
Minimum charge per ad. $1.00 
Count eight average words to the line. 
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TOMATO 
HAMPERS 


Planters Manufacturing Company, Inc. 


Portsmouth Phone EXport 7-0744 Virginia 


TOMATO JUICE—tThere is some sell- 
ing pressure in this item with the supply 
large. Demand was routine. Offerings 
New York State were reported basis 46 
oz. at $2.35 for fancy and $1.90 for 
Standards. For fancy grades, 46 oz., f.o.b. 
Maryland the market was $2.35 and the 
same quality f.o.b. Indiana $2.20. Stand- 
ards, f.o.b. that State, 46 oz. were priced 
at $2.10. Some fancy Michigan juice is 
available at $2.20. 


SPINACH — The market was rather 
quiet, but the general tone was steady. 
This is viewed as somewhat surprising 
for stocks are held to be ample. Offerings 
were reported at $1.35 for 303s, for 
fancy, Maryland shipping point and 
$1.07 f.o.b. California. There were of- 
fers of fancy chopped at $1.05 f.o.b. Wis- 
consin and fancy whole leaf at $1.15. 


CALIFORNIA FRUITS—Aside from 
an active shipping situation from Cali- 
fornia canners to various outlets through- 
out the Country, there was not much 
change to the general market. Supplies 
of major packs are reported as moderate, 
and while there may be a fairly good 
carryover in peaches this season, the 
movement considering the size of the 
1956 pack, was excellent. Crop news is. 
favorable so far from California, but 
there is some doubt as to just how the 
situation stands in the northwest. The 


5/8 Tomato Field Hamper 


Our 5/8 Tomato Field Hampers 
are made of selected hardwoods 
for added durability and long life. 
Supplied with Cunilate or Cellu- 
san treatment if desired. 


Write or phone for full information 
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MARKET NEWS 


Winter was again severe, which may lead 
to another season of curtailed crops. 
There were no price changes of import- 
ance reported. 


CITRUS JUICES—A _ sharp price 
break in the frozen concentrate orange 
juice price disturbed the canned citrus 
juice market, but so far canners showed 
no willingness to cut prices. Demand is 
not as good as expected, but with the 
usual hot Summer weather coming on 
this is expected to pick up. Most canners 
are closed for the season. The pack is 
running about equal to that of a year 
ago and the movement also is favorable 
as compared with the previous season, 
but stocks held by canners, both sold and 
unsold, are well above the 1956 period. 


On the basis of 46 oz., orange juice was 
quoted at $2.45, blended $2.25, grapefruit 
juice $2.05 and tangerine juice $2.15, per 
dozen, f.o.b. There continued to be firm- 
ness to grapefruit segments. 


CHICAGO MARKET 


Routine At Best — Good Corn Movement 
Continues—Taking Tomatoes As Needed— 
Products Unsettled—Cautious Of Asparagus 
—Good Beans Hard To Find—Shelf Size 
Cherries Go Begging—Citrus Unchanged— 
West Coast Fruits Generally Good. 


By “Midwest” 


Chicago, Ill., May 10, 1957 


THE SITUATION—If there was any 
improvement in the routine sort of busi- 
ness that has been prevalent here for 
the past thirty days it was not noticeable 
this week. Distributors, whether they be 
of the chain, cooperative or wholesale 
grocer type, seem to be in some sort of 
lethargy and business just has no bounce 
to it. Orders are of the fill-in type except 
in such cases as cocktail where a definite 
advance in price has been announced. 
Under circumstances of this kind, there 
is some forward buying but such action 
is at a minimum with the overall picture 
very much on the dull side. 


Current prices on new pack of aspara- 
gus from the Coast have not produced 
anything in the way of excitement despite 
the lower quotations now available to the 
trade. Local canners have also put forth 
a few price feelers but present deals on 
unsold stocks of old pack have taken the 
edge off of the prices now quoted on new 
pack. Citrus came in for considerable 
attention the last week or two in the face 
of higher prices and the current market 
seems to be holding steady at prevailing 
higher prices. Peas of many kinds are in 
demand and the trade have been hoping 
for an early season which is not going to 
be the case. Excessive rainfall has hin- 
dered planting here in the Middlewest 
and distributors will just have to wait 
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until Old Mother Nature gets around to 
another pack. 

Looking at the general market on can- 
ned foods, it is not conducive to volume 
business at the moment. There are a lot 
of weak markets and the average buyer 
feels there will be sufficient carryover on 
many items to keep canners from getting 
any wild ideas about advancing prices. 
Then too, there has been considerable 
pressure to sell from many quarters and 
this usually leaves the average buyer 
with the attitude that it might be just 
as well to wait and see what happens. 


CORN—Most of the Wisconsin canners 
are now holding fancy corn at a bottom 
of $1.25 for 303s and $8.50 for tens al- 
though there is still some price shading 
slightly under these figures in cases 
where the quality is questionable. Stand- 
ard 308s are generally held at $1.05 to 
$1.10 with little or nothing offered in 
tens. There is still a question mark hang- 
ing over this market in view of the antici- 
pated carryover and the pack still to 
come. Movement of corn is down from 
the previous peak although it is still good 
but the trade are not inclined to be opti- 
mistic at present and won’t be until they 
can get a look at the actual cases that are 
carried over and how many are packed 
this season. 


TOMATOES — Distributors here are 
buying tomatoes when they need them 
and not before. Prices are under pres- 
sure except in the case of 303 standards 
which continue to hold firm at $1.30. 
Standard 2%s have kicked around as low 
as $1.90 while tens are doing no better 
than $6.75 and the trade have little con- 
fidence even at these levels. 


TOMATO PRODUCTS —Canners in 
this area are making strong efforts to sell 
present unsold stocks of all kinds of to- 
mato products but they are meeting with 
severe competition from California and 
between the two there seems to be no 
bottom to the market. Every sale stands 
on it’s own whether it be juice, puree or 
catsup. Buying is on a hand to mouth 
basis and will probably continue that way 
until some sort of order is restored to the 
market. 


ASPARAGUS — Chicago buyers now 
have a full assortment of prices to choose 
from on new pack California asparagus 
but commitments so far have been very 
much on the cautious side. Local canners 
have been reluctant to quote on the new 
pack but one or two feelers have been put 
forth on the basis of $2.15 for No. 300 
tins of fancy cuts and tips. This is below 
canners anticipated ideas of $2.25 but 
is a good indication of the current mar- 
ket. To further complicate the situation, 
there have been offerings here on the 
same item as low as $1.90 as canners with 
old pack still to sell make an effort to get 


- out from under before another pack is 


ready to get under way. 


BEANS — Chicago buyers are finding 
that the beans which are still left unsold 


are not exactly the choicest kind of 
beans. Good fancy and extra standard 
beans are not easy to find these days and 
it looks like spot offerings are pretty well 
picked over. Fancy three sieve cut green 
are bringing $1.60 for 303s and $8.50 for 
tens while the same item in wax is going 
at $1.75 and $10.00 with very little of- 
fered. The new pack of standard cuts 
has been hampered in the south due to 
adverse weather and the trade here are 
hoping the Ozarks will come up with a 
good pack in June. New York should get 
under way sometime in July with Wis- 
consin starting in August. 


RSP CHERRIES — The short crop of 
RSP cherries last year had considerably 
more effect on tens than it did on shelf 
sizes. As usual, with no tens available 
that is what the trade want to buy while 
shelf sizes, which appear ample, are find- 
ing few takers. Water pack tens are not 
quoted but 303s are listed at $1.95 with 
little doubt that they could be bought 
for less. 


CITRUS—No price changes this week 
and that leaves 46 oz. tins of natural 
grapefruit juice at $2.05 to $2.10 with 
blended at $2.25 and orange at $2.55. 
Chicago buyers were willing buyers the 
last. week or two in the face of the price 
increases but many of them still do not 
have much confidence in the. price of 
orange juice. Reports from Florida indi- 
cate there is a lot of orange juice to be 
sold both in the form of single strength 
and in the frozen concentrated state with 
the latter item very much in the weak 
side. The hot summer months should 
stimulate sales and that may keep prices 
on the firm side. 


WEST COAST FRUITS — The high- 
light of the fruit market this week was 
the activity on cocktail as the trade here 
have not hesitated to get under cover. 
Otherwise, it’s a quiet market with sell- 
ing pressure evident on such items as 
sweet cherries in shelf sizes. A_ short 
crop last year brought a smaller pack but 
higher prices have retarded sales and 
canners have more cherries and berries 
on hand than they would like in the face 
of much lower raw stocks costs out of the 
new crop. Little is offered in the way of 
Cling peaches with tens particularly 
tight although there seems to be plenty 
of Freestones around for sale. Prune 
plums are unchanged with choice grade 
going at $2.00 for 2%s and $6.50 for tens. 
The price cutting on pears has ended with 
the market generally listed at $3.40 and 
up for 2% choice with tens offered at 
$12.50 and up. 


Continental Can Company — John A. 
Corry, for the past five years Sales Rep- 
resentative in the company’s Baltimore 
District, has assumed the position of 
Assistant Products Sales Manager for 
beer and carbonated beverage cans in 
the Metal Division. 


THE CANNING TRADE May 13, 1957 


2 
( 
4 


MARKET NEWS 


CALIFORNIA MARKET 


“Deals’” To Make Way For New Pack— 
Bean Edge Up—Efforts To Cut Grass Pack 
—Tomato Acreage Down 14 Percent—El- 
bertas Sought For Private Label—Applesauce 
Cleanup Seen—Anchovy And 
Mackerel Packs Up. 


By “Berkeley” 


Berkeley, Calif., May 10, 1957 


THE SITUATION—With the active 
canning season under way in California 
on a few items, and with work on others 
to be started in a few weeks, canners are 
making special efforts to get stocks: out 
of warehouses as rapidly as_ possible. 
Special deals are being made by some 
which mean lower prices to distributors 
without published lists being changed. 
Some items in’tomato products and in 
asparagus are being moved at less than 
list prices by some canners, and there 
are also items in fruits that are being 
given the same treatment. The canning 
of spinach has passed its peak and it will 
soon be possible to estimate the output 
quite closely. The pack promises to be 
somewhat larger than some early esti- 
mates indicated. Operations on aspara- 
gus are in full swing with a possibility 
that the season may be shortened to hold 
down the pack somewhat. 


DRY BEANS — California dry beans 
continued to edge up in price and during 
the past week and for the first time in 
several months the index number for all 
varieties is larger than it was a year 
earlier. The latest reports place this at 
182.9, compared with 182.5 a year earlier. 
As. in recent weeks Small Whites, espe- 
cially the grades suitable for canning, 
‘have led the price procession, with these 
now quoted at $8.75 to $8.85 per 100 
pounds. Large Limas have also advanced 
in price, along with Baby Limas and 
Blackeyes. 


ASPARAGUS — Early in the year, 
when it became evident that there would 
be a substantial carryover of asparagus, 
prices. were reduced quite drastically. 
There have been quite a few changes 
made since then on some items but lists 
now seem to be fairly well stabilized. 
Some lists are about 8 percent below last 
year’s, but others are around 12 percent 
on the down side. Some members of the 
trade express doubt that the canned pack 
will equal last year’s figures, since there 
are fewer canneries in operation, but 
others are not so hopeful. The sugges- 
tion has been made the season be cur- 
tailed by about a month to hold the pack 
down. Opening prices seem to average 
up to about the spot quotations that pre- 
vailed of late. For No. 2 or No. 300 all- 
green fancy, quotations are quite close 
to $3.35 for colossal, $3.25 for mammoth 
and large, $3.20 for large-medium, $3.15 
for medium-small, and $2.40 for un- 
graded. Green tipped and white fancy 
is priced largely at $2.80 for colossal and 
mammoth, $2.75 for large and $2.70 for 
medium and small. 


TOMATOES — The California Crop 
and Livestock Reporting Service has 
come out with an estimate of the pros- 
pective acreage of processing tomatoes 
for this State placing this at about 130, 
000 acres. This would be a decrease of 
about 14 percent from the 151,000 acres 
plant and harvested last year, but still 
23 percent above the 1946-55 average. 
Canners have announced that they have 
planned to handle tomatoes from about 
107,211 acres of round tomatoes and 
slightly more than 9,000 acres of the pear 
type. Canners are now making a strong 
drive to move surplus stocks of some 
items, especially tomato catsup and 
puree. Price lists remain as for some 
time, but special inducements are in the 
form of one case free with so many cases 
ordered. It is difficult to figure out just 
what is the prevailing price, since some 
offer one case free with each fifteen cases 
purchased, with others giving the free 
case with every 12 ordered. 


PEACHES—While canners of Elber- 
ta peaches are still concerned about mov- 
ing their holdings this season, buyers 
are combing the market for the top — 
grades they want for their private labels. 
This suggests an Elberta potential if 
quality packs can be made. Strictly fancy 
Elbertas can be moved at $3.20, suggest 
buyers, and some sales are.reported at 
$3.50 for unusually fine fruit. 


SAUCE—Estimates of the California 
canned applesauce pack for the 1956-57 
season place it at about 2,000,000 cases, 
with a steady movement that suggests a 
very close cleanup by the time new crop 
is available. Prices remain firm, largely 
on the basis of $1.55 for No. 303 fancy 
and $1.45 for choice. 


OLIVES—A two-day meeting of can- 
ned olive interests was held in San Fran- 
cisco early in May and reports were quite 
general of an improved movement of this 
specialty with prices on a more stable 
basis than in some time. Some of last 
season’s pack has been taken off the mar- 
ket for the time being. 


OYSTERS—The oyster canning sea- 
son in Oregon has come to an end and the 
new pack is being offered at $6.50 a case 
for 7% oz. and $7.50 for 10 oz. The pack 
was not a large one and is marketed in a 
limited territory. 


FISH—Packs of anchovies, Jack mack- 
erel and Pacific mackerel in California 
for the year to date are well ahead of 
those a year earlier. Landings of an- 
chovies to May 2 totaled 9,675 tons, 
against 9,550 tons for the corresponding 
period last year, those of jack mackerel 
were 19,381 tons against 12,668 tons a 
year earlier and those of Pacific mack- 
erel were 4,534 tons, against 2,558 tons. 
Sales of anchovies of late have been re- 
ported at $5.50-$6.00 a case for 100’s 5 oz. 
in tomato sauce, and $6.50 to $7.00 for 
l-lb. ovals, also in tomato sauce. Both 
Pacific and Jack mackerel, in No. 1 talls, 
have been moving at $5.50. 


COMPLETE CAN HANDLING 


retort to labeler 
ONE MAN OPERATION 


BIG LABOR SAVINGS 


VERY GENTLE 
PORTABLE 


* 
* ADJUSTABLE 202-204 INCLUSIVE 
* 


For Complete Information Write or Phone 


SHUTTLEW ORTH MACHINERY CORPORATION Warren, 


THE CANNING TRADE + May 13, 1957 


i 


designed 
by canners 
for canners 


Indiana PHONE 


19 


4 
; 
x 
4 
Ni 
€ 
. 22 eae 
an 
= 


(Spot prices per dozen F.O.B. 
cannery unless otherwise 


specified.) 
ASPARAGUS 
Colossal 3.35 
Mammoth 3.25 
Large 3.25 
Med.-Small 3.15 
Gr. Tip & Wh. Colossal................ 2.80 
Large 2.75 
Med.-Small 2.70 
N. J. Fey., All Gr. No. 300 
Colossal 3.90-4.10 
Large 3.70-3.80 
Cut—Tips 2.35 
Mid-W., ie. All Gr., Cuts & Tips 
0. 8 02. 1.65 
No. 1 Pic 1.85 
No. 300 2.15-2.25 
BEANS, StrincLess, GREEN 
MARYLAND 


Style, 8 oz. . 


44 7.00-7.25 
Sta, 1.20 
6.00-6.25 
Bx, ‘Std, Wak, MO. 1.45 
1.25 

‘York & Pa. 

Gr. 3 sv., No. 303........ 2.10 
No. 11.25 

No. 10 8.50-9.00 
Ex. Std., Cut, No. 303............ 1.40-1.55 
No. 10 8.00-8.50 
Std., ‘Cut, No. 303 1.20 
10° 6.50-6.75 
Fey., Fs Fr. Style, No. 303........ 1. 50-2. 70 
5 
Wax, Fey » Wh. 3 sv., No. 1-4 
No. 10 10.00 
No. 10 8.60 
Std., Cut, No. 303 1.25 
No. 10 7.50 
FLORIDA 
8.00 
No. 10 7.00-7.50 
Std., No. 303 1.20 
No. 10 6.50 
Mip-WEsT 
Gr., Fey., No. 308........ 2.00-2.75 
No. 8 
10 7.75-8.00 
sta ‘Cut, 1.15-1.20 
No. 10 6.50-6.75 
Wax, Fey., Cut, 3 sv., 
o. 303 1.75 
No. 10 10.00 
& sv., 303 1.55 
/ No. 9.00 
Ex. Su, 1.25-1.40 
No. 
TEXAS 
Fey., Wh. Gr. No. 8038..........000000008 1.80 
No. 10 9.25 
Ex. Std. Cut Gr., No. 303.......... 1.30 
No. 7.00 
Std., ‘cut, 1.15 
No. 10 6.00 
OZARKS 
Std., Cut, No. i. 20 
No. 10 6.75 
N.W. & BLUE LAKES 
No. 10.50 
Ext. sta. BOB 1.30 
No. 10 7.35 
BEANS, LIMA 
AST 
Fey., Tiny Gr., No. 
No. 10 -—- 
o. 
Medium, No. 303 —_— 
No. 10 —. 
Mip-WeEst 
Fey., Tiny Gr., No. 308........ 2.25-2.35 
No. 10 — 
Small, No. 303 1.65 
No. 10 — 
Medium, No. 303 — 
No. 10 9,75 
20 


CANNED FOOD PRICES 


BEETS SAUERKRAUT 10 12.25 
No. 303 2,052.10 
Md., Fey., Cut, Diced, Midwest, Fey., No. choice, 3.30 

NO. 808 95=1.00 No. 24% No. 10 11.60 
Fey., Sliced, No. 308.............. 1.00-1.10 No 5.00-5.15 
Midwest, Fey., Sl., No. 8 -80 N. Y., Fey., No. 1.30-1.49 PEACHES 

No. 303 1.00 4.40-4.50 Calif, Gies Fey., 

No. 10 4,25-5.50 No. 2% 3.00«3.05 

No. 10 Sine, Fey., No. 308........ -85-1.40 No. 1.85 

o. 2\% 0 No. 2 2.7214-2.82 
CARROTS No. 10 6.50-6.75 
East, -» Diced, No. 308........0.. 1.25 Ozark, No, 1.15 Std., No. — 

No. 6.50 0. 2% 1.70 No. 2% 574-2. 621, 
Miad- West, Fancy, Diced, 0. 5.50 9.15-9.50 

_ 1.00-1.10 Cali’., Fey., No. 303 1521.35 Elberta, No. 3.20-3.30 

No. 10 5.25-5.50 1.60-2.00 2.25 

No. 4.75-5.50 2% 2.85 

CORN TOM ATOES 11.20 
ni-STATES 

No. 8'25-9.00 Std., No. i 1:00 2 
=. ‘Bea, 1.15-1. 30 1.25-1.30 No. 10° 12.50-13.25 

10 8.00 No. 2% 1.95-2.00 Std., No. 308 2.07 44-2.12% 
std. 1.05-1.10 No. 10 6.50-7.00 No 

No. 10 7.00 1.20 No. 10 11.75-12.00 

No. 10 8.50-9.50 Ne. 10 6.75-7.00 PINEAPPLE 
Ex. Std., No. 303 1.40 Mid-West, Fey., No. 1....00..1.2001.25 Hawaiian, Fcey., Sl., No. 2.......0+ 2.95 

No. 303 2.1 No. 2% 3.45 
MIDWEST No. 2% 2.90-3.10 No. 10 13.00 
W.K., Gold., Fey., No. 303....1.25-1.35 No. 10 9.25-10.00 Crushed, No. 2 2.40 

No. 10 8.50-8.75 1.05-1.15 No. 2% 2°95 
Ex, Std., No. 1.10-1.20 1.40-1.50 No. 10 9.60 

No. 10 8.00-8.25 No, 2% 2.25-2.50 Choice, SI., No. 2 2.40 
C.8., Fey., Gold., No. 303......1.25-1.30 No. 10 7,507.75 No. 2% 2.85 

No. 8.50-8.75 Std., No. 1 1.00 No. 10 12.00 
Ex. Sid, 1, Std., Half Slices, No. 2 225 

Std., No. 303 1.05-1.10 No. 10 6.75-7.00 No. 2% 2.70 
No. 10 7.00 Caltt.. Fev. 1.75 No. 10 10.80 
0. 22 5 PLUMS, PURPLE 
No. 10 9.25 Fey., NO, 51% 
die. 300 Ozarks, Std., No. 1. 85 No. 2.00 
No. 10 7.50 Texas, Std., No. 303.......... 1.27%4- 
PEAS 
‘ TOMATO CATSUP 
East ALASKAS Calf 1.80-1.90 JUICES 
1.75 No. 9.50-10.00 APPLE 

1 sv., No. 303 2.70 mia West, 1.75 00 

2 sv., 8 02 1.40 “inne 10.00-10.30 46 oz. tin 2.50-2.75 

2 sv., No. 303 25 1 CITRUS, BLENDED 

2 sv., No. 10. TOMATO PASTE (Per Case) Fla.. No. 2 1.00 

9:85 Calif., Fey., 96/6 02. 7.00-7.20 
Ex. Sid. 2 av. No. 308 “1 '80 No. 10 (per doz.) 11.75-12.75 pEFRUIT 

3 sv., No. 3 1.55-1.60 TOMATO PUREE Fla., No. 2 95 

4 sv., No. 303 1.35 Calif., Fey., 1.06, No. 308..1.45-1.50 46 oz. 2.05-2.10 
Std., 3 sv... NO. 1.35-1.40 No. 2% 2.35-2.40 ORANGE 

4 sv., No, 303 25 No. 10 6.00-7.00 Fla., No. 2 1.07% 

No. 10 8.00 Mid-West, Fey., 1.045, 46 oz 2.45-2.55 
Pod Run, No. 303 1.25 No. 2 ~ 1.70-1.75 PINEAPPLE 7 
No. 10 6.50-7.00 Hawaiian, Fey., No. 1.17% 
Pod R N 303 1.45¢1.6 Md., Fey., 1.045, 1.10 46 oz 

cy., un, No. 303........ 451.65 4 

1.40-1.50 we 7.26-7.75 TOMATO 

Std. 1 East, Fey., No. 1,20-1.30 

46 oz. 2.35-2.50 

No. 10 5.00-5.50 

FRUITS Mid-West, Fey., No. 2.......... 1.10-1.20 

18 NO. 808... Calif., Fey.. No. 2 
BV NNO. BOB -25-2.3' 2 

2 sv., No. 10 —— No. 308 1.40 46 

3 sv., No. 303 1.75 No. 10 7.50-8.00 J -00<4 

3 sv., No. 10 9.50 Calif. (gravensteins) 

3 sv., No. 303 1.60 No. 9.00-9.25 FISH 

3 sv., No. 10 Choice. 1.45 

1.40-1. 45 SALMON—Per Case 
No. APPLES (East) Alaska, Red, No. 1T......... 3 

sv., 8 07 10.75-11.25 *s 00-23. 

3 sv., No. 308 1.35 Medium Red, No. 29.00 

87% APRICOTS 17.00 

4 sv., No. 303 1.30 No. Bel P. 23.00 

4 sv., No. 10 — 12.75 23.00 

Choice, No 2% 7 12.75-13.50 
MIDWEST SWEETS LU Chum, Tall, No. 1 20. 00-21, 00 
Fey., 3 8V., NO. iv 20 13.00 
10 Wh. Peeled, No. SARDINES—Per Case 
1.45-1.50 No. 10 i278 Calif. Ovals, No. 9.00 

Ungraded, No. CHERRIES Maine, % ‘Oil 
Ex. Std., 4 sv., No. 308........1.35-1.40 1.95 SHRIMP—Reg. Pack 5 oz. 

4 sv., ‘No. 10 No. ( umbo 5.75 
Ungraded, No. 808 1.40 R. F "4.25 Large 5.25 
Std., Ung., No. 303 1.35 is. 50 Medien 4.90-5.00 

No, 10 7.50 Ze Small 4.30-4.40 

Chae, Ne. 2% Tiny 4,25-4.35 
Fey., No. A6-1. 50 TUNA—PER CASE 
Fey., No. 308 2.17% Fey., White Meat, 4’s......12.50-15.25 
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Fey., Cut, Gr., No. 308..........1.50-1.55 
Ex. Std., Cut Gr., 8 97% 
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